
 
 

 

Patrick Nolan, UKABC Vice Chair’s Talking Points  

UKABC Consultation with the ASEAN Economic Ministers 

Wednesday, 15 September. 10:10am – 10:25am BST 

 
Dato Dr Amin Liew, co-chair of the ASEAN Economic Ministers-UK Consultation, hands over 
to you.  
 
Greet/Acknowledge: 
 

• Dato Dr Amin Liew (Ah-Min Lee-Ooo), 2021 Chair of the ASEAN Economic Community 
and Minister of Finance and Economy II (two), Brunei Darussalam 

• The Right Honourable Liz Truss MP, Secretary of State for International Trade  

• Economic Ministers and Representatives of ASEAN 

• His Excellency Dato Lim Jock Hoi (Hoy), ASEAN Secretary-General 
 
1. Greetings from Canary Wharf in London. 
 
2. It is an honour to present the work of the UK-ASEAN Business Council (UKABC). We are 

delighted that the UK is ASEAN’s newest Dialogue Partner and  we look forward to taking 
our collaboration with you to the next level.  

 
3. Set up by the UK Government almost ten years ago, and chaired by Baroness Neville-

Rolfe, UKABC supports UK businesses across the ASEAN region. UKABC’s partners 
include leading UK corporates such as Astra Zeneca, HSBC, Jardines, Prudential and 
Pearson to name a few. We draw on their senior executives, such as myself, to sit on the 
UKABC board with representatives from the SME sector to provide strategic direction.  

 
4. Over the years, UKABC has hosted many of you and your colleagues in the UK where you 

will have met the best of British business. We look forward to hosting you again now 
that the UK is opening back up.  

 
5. Brunei’s theme of ‘We Care. We Prepare. We Prosper’, underpinned by ‘Recovery, 

Digitalisation and Sustainability’, lies at the heart of our programmes this year.  
 
6. We have worked closely with the ASEAN Business Advisory Council, ASEAN Secretariat 

and UK and ASEAN governments, to deliver activity that deepens UK-ASEAN economic and 
commercial ties. 

 
7. We were delighted to host Dato Dr Amin Liew to our Forum at the beginning of the year 

where we heard about Brunei’s Priority Economic Deliverables designed to drive ASEAN’s 
economic recovery.  

 



 
 

 

8. On sustainability, we delivered the UK-ASEAN Race to Zero Dialogues, boosting climate 
action by encouraging businesses and other organisations to commit to net zero by 2050.  

 
9. And on digitalisation, we delivered the ASEAN-UK Digital Innovation Partnership 

Symposium, launching the ASEAN-UK Digital Innovation Partnership, a platform for 
increased digital collaboration.  

 

10. UKABC has also supported the UK-Singapore and UK-Vietnam FTAs as well as the Joint 

Economic Trade Committee Meetings with Indonesia and with Thailand by facilitating UK 

business engagement. We are also coordinating business conversations on the UK-

Singapore Digital Economic Agreement and the UK’s accession to the CPTPP.  

 

11. To support mutual economic growth between ASEAN and the UK, we are focusing on 
the following three thematic areas:  

 
12. Firstly, Sustainability; We believe that economic growth and climate action are not 

mutually exclusive. UKABC and our partners are ready to support ASEAN with bespoke 
solutions that will bring economic growth and deliver a greener future.  

 
13. Secondly, Digitalisation; Digital trade is one of the fastest growing areas globally. UK 

expertise stands ready to help ASEAN unleash the full potential of its digital economy, 
set to be worth $300bn by 2025. 

 

14. And thirdly, Regulatory Excellence; UKABC supports ASEAN’s goal for market integration, 
and we are encouraged to see your ambition to meet international standards across 
sectors. The UK has a strong reputation for high quality, fair regulation. We support 
government to government engagement between the UK and ASEAN on this topic and 
can provide insight from the business community where this is of use.  

 
15. We are committed to continuing our support for the ASEAN Chair’s Priority Economic 

Deliverables. This includes supporting the P.E.D on boosting ASEAN’s Financial Literacy.  
 
16. The UKABC is also supporting ASEAN BAC’s 2021 legacy project, HIRED, developing an 

internship programme on data analytics in ASEAN, one of the top vacancies in the 
region.  

 
17. We will also develop further our relationship with the Philippines as the UK’s A.E.C 

Coordinating Country.  
 

18. In conclusion we are delighted that the UK is a new Dialogue Partner and look forward 
to building on the work we already have underway for a brighter future for us all.  

 

19. Thank you.  
 


