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ASEAN IP NEWSLETTER 
-- by IPO Attaché Network in Singapore -- 

 

Roundup for June 2021 

Headlines in this newsletter: 

• Philippines – IP Guide on Participating in Online E-Commerce Shopping Platforms 

in SE Asia; E-Commerce Counterfeiting MOU; IP Office amends rules on mediation; 
Joins WIPO's Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances; 

• Singapore – Public Consultation on the Proposed Copyright Bill; Impact of High 

Court structural reforms on IP disputes; New IP strategy 

• Malaysia – Fee waivers & modifications available to IP owners 

• Thailand – MOU against Online IP Infringements; Updates on Amendments to 

Copyright Act; Draft Examination Manual released for public comment; Fast-Track 

Trademark Renewal; MOU on Protection of IP Rights on the Internet; DIP Extends 

Deadlines for Patent Office Actions 

• Laos – GI protection capabilities strengthened by accession to Geneva Act 

• Vietnam – IP Law to be amended for the third time to harmonise national interests 

with international requirements 

• Indonesia – Royalties Collection & Management on Digital Music Platforms will be 

Regulated 

• Regional – Trade Mark Pendency Rates in ASEAN; Roadmap for transforming the 

ASEAN IP environment; IP protection in the e-commerce era:  What has changed 

recently? 
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• IPO Highlights – Simplifying the process of application timelines; ‘One IPO’ 

Transformation; IP rights enforcement manual for Vietnam; Ten Top IP Tips for your 

SME business; Closing the loop on your feedback; UK Government Consultation 

Response; UK’s future exhaustion of intellectual property rights regime Consultation 

IP Developments in South East Asia (Feb-May 21) 

Philippines:  IP Guide on Participating in Online E-Commerce Shopping 

Platforms in SE Asia 
The Philippines has big growth potential in ecommerce/online shopping.  With over 107 

million Filipinos in a country that has been declared as the heaviest internet user worldwide, 

ecommerce figures can grow in double digits in the coming years.  The Covid-19 pandemic 

may even push the expected growth in ecommerce sooner than later as online shopping is 

consistent with the “new normal” of observing physical distancing.   Read the article here. 

Philippines:  E-commerce Counterfeiting MOU 
On 1 March 2021, e-commerce platforms and IP owners signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding in Manila to improve prevention of counterfeit sales on ecommerce platforms.  

The MOU was jointly prepared by The Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines and the 

UK’s Prosperity Fund ASEAN Economic Reform/FSIP project.  Read the article here. 

Philippines:  IP Office amends rules on mediation 
The Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) recently issued two new 

memorandum circulars in connection with the mediation services of the Bureau of Legal 

Affairs – Alternative Dispute Resolution Services (BLA-ADRS).  These Circulars aim to 

ensure the continuity and resiliency of the IPOPHL’s mediation services in times of crises, 

like public health emergencies.   Concerned individuals or entities must take note of the 

various requirements and changes introduced by the above Circulars in relation to the 

mediation services offered by the BLA-ADRS.  Read the article here. 

Philippines: Joins WIPO's Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances 
WIPO Director General Daren Tang welcomes the Philippines' accession to the Beijing 

Treaty on Audiovisual Performances. The Philippines is the 41st State covered by the 

Treaty, which gives actors and other audiovisual performers more rights to their work, 

improving their earning conditions. Watch here. 

Singapore:  Public Consultation on the Proposed Copyright Bill 
The Ministry of Law and the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore concluded a public 

consultation on the draft of a proposed Copyright Bill on 1 April 2021.  This Consultation is 

part of an overall review of Singapore's copyright regime and follows from previous public 

consultation papers and reports.  Read the article here. 

Singapore:  Impact of High Court structural reforms on IP disputes 
Structural reforms to the Supreme Court of Singapore took effect on 2 January 2021.  With 

these changes, the High Court is restructured into two Divisions: the General Division of the 

High Court (General Division) and the Appellate Division of the High Court (Appellate 

Division).  These changes seek to better deploy judicial resources and manage the increase 

in the appeals caseload in a more sustainable manner, while maintaining high standards for 

quality of justice and access to justice.  Read the article here. 

https://rouse.com/media/ehhn54l0/ip-guide-participating-in-online-e-commerce-shopping-platforms-philippines.pdf
https://rouse.com/insights/news/2021/philippines-sets-up-e-commerce-counterfeiting-mou
https://insightplus.bakermckenzie.com/bm/intellectual-property/philippines-intellectual-property-office-amends-rules-on-mediation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aGer4Yx2V8
https://www.lexology.com/r.ashx?l=9FGDDQM
https://www.supremecourt.gov.sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/media-release--structural-reforms-to-high-court-and-appointment-of-judges-of-appellate-division-(final)-(2).pdf
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Singapore:  New IP strategy 
Singapore plans next decade of IP growth.  Singapore has announced a new blueprint to 

strengthen its position as a global intangible assets and IP hub, and to maintain its position 

as a top-ranked IP regime for the next decade.  Unveiled at a World IP Day event, the 

Singapore IP Strategy 2030 is led by an inter-agency committee comprising more than 10 

government agencies and makes recommendations in three key areas.  Read the article 

here. 

Malaysia:  Fee waivers & modifications available to IP owners 
The government recently took steps to ensure that corporate IP owners which have been 

adversely affected by government measures recently introduced under the Prevention and 

Control of Infectious Diseases (PCID) Act 1988 to curb the COVID-19 crisis are not 

excessively burdened by certain official fees of the Malaysian Intellectual Property 

Office.  Read the article here. 

Thailand:  MOU against Online IP Infringements 
The government officials and the private sector in Thailand succeeded in raids and other 

enforcement measures against IPR infringing activities in physical markets resulting in the 

USTR Review of Notorious Markets for Counterfeiting and Piracy 2020 (released on 14 

January 2021) no longer listing any physical market in Thailand as notorious.  Read the 

article here. 

Thailand:  Updates on Amendments to Copyright Act 
On 29 September 2020, the Thai Cabinet approved the draft amendment which has been 

reviewed by Council of States and submitted to National Assembly.  The House of 

Representatives of the National Assembly of Thailand has been accepted the principles of 

the draft amendment of the Copyright Act at the first reading on 27 January 2021.  Recently, 

the Select Committee has been appointed the head and other internal positions to consider 

the draft amendment on 29 January 2021; the second and third meeting was also held on 3 

February 2021 and 10 February 2021 respectively.  Read the article here. 

Thailand:  Draft Examination Manual released for public comment 
On 24 February 2021, Thailand's Department of Intellectual Property published its draft 

amendments to the Trademark Examination Manual, outlining and formalising current 

practices of trademark examiners and providing guidelines on areas left to examiners' 

discretion.  The Draft Manual aims to solve problems prevalent in the current Thailand 

trademark system and concluded on 10 March 2021.  Read the article here. 

Thailand:  Fast-Track Trademark Renewal 
On 1 March 2021, the renewal process for qualifying trademarks in Thailand got significantly 

faster, with the examination of applications and grant of a certificate of renewal now able to 

be completed within 45 minutes of a renewal application being filed.  The expedited process 

incurs no additional official fee.  Read the article here. 

Thailand:  MOU on Protection of IP Rights on the Internet 
On 11 January 2021 three of Thailand's major online retailers – JD Central, Lazada and 

Shopee – came together with the Department of Intellectual Property, the Department for 

Business Development, the Department of International Trade Promotion and 

representatives of IP rights holders to sign the Memorandum of Understanding on the 

Protection of Intellectual Property Rights on the Internet.  Read the article here. 

https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/brand-management/singapore-reveals-new-ip-strategy-inta-unveils-sme-resources-world-ip-day-developments
https://www.internationallawoffice.com/Newsletters/Intellectual-Property/Malaysia/Mirandah-Asia/Fee-waivers-and-modifications-available-to-IP-owners
https://www.lexology.com/r.ashx?l=9FGDDEA
https://rouse.com/insights/news/2021/thailand-clarifies-approach-to-examination-draft-examination-manual-released-for-public-comment
https://www.tilleke.com/insights/thailand-introduces-fast-track-trademark-renewal/
https://www.lexology.com/r.ashx?l=9FGQKR3
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Thailand: DIP Extends Deadlines for Patent Office Actions 
With the latest COVID-19 outbreak in Thailand becoming more severe and widespread, 

travel restrictions and social distancing measures may prevent applicants for patents, petty 

patents, and design patents from submitting documents or amendments by the required 

deadline. Read the article here. 

Laos:  GI protection capabilities strengthened by accession to Geneva 

Act 
The government is taking significant steps to formalise its burgeoning regime for the 

protection of geographical indications (GIs).  On 20 November 2020 it deposited with the 

director general of the World Intellectual Property Organisation its instrument of accession to 

the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations of Origin and Geographical 

Indications.  The Geneva act came into force in Laos on 20 February 2021.  Read the article 

here. 

Vietnam:  IP Law to be amended for the third time to harmonise national 

interests with international requirements 
The first Law on Intellectual Property of Vietnam was passed by the National Assembly of 

Vietnam in 2005 (Law No. 50/2005/QH11).  Since then, the IP Law has been amended and 

supplemented twice, in 2009 and 2019, to respond to the economic and social changes and 

developments in Vietnam.  Recently, the Vietnamese government issued a draft 

3rd Amendment to the IP Law.  Read the article here. 

Indonesia:  Royalties Collection & Management on Digital Music 

Platforms will be Regulated 
The Indonesian Government will soon regulate the collection and distribution of royalties 

from digital music platforms in response to the music industry's rapid development in today's 

digital era.  The regulation will be in the form of a Minister of Law and Human Rights 

Regulation or a Government Regulation.  Read the article here. 

Regional:  Trade Mark Pendency Rates in ASEAN 
As the ASEAN region prepares to shift from a low-value export economy to a global 

manufacturing hub with a focus on research and development, applications for trade marks 

have seen a significant rise.  This means the potential for waiting times between trade mark 

application stages, also known as pendency rates, to increase with the increasing 

volume.  Following our earlier discussion on the increasing digitisation of Trade Mark Office 

procedures across the region, this time we outline and examine pendency rates in severall 

ASEAN trade mark offices.  Read the article here. 

Regional:  Roadmap for transforming the ASEAN IP environment 
Earlier this month, the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) announced 

that the Philippines has assumed the role of chair of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Working Group on IP Cooperation, which aims to drive economic 

prosperity in the region through intellectual property by 2025.  We caught up with IPOPHL 

Director General Rowel S Barba to find out how the office intends to hit the group’s 

remaining targets and what the long-term benefits will be for stakeholders in the region.  

Read the article here. 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=d7a38e02-7f45-4c67-816e-a6a3dff024fb&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2021-05-06&utm_term=
https://www.internationallawoffice.com/Newsletters/Intellectual-Property/Laos/Mirandah-Asia/Geographical-indication-protection-capabilities-strengthened-by-accession-to-Geneva-act
https://www.lexology.com/r.ashx?l=9FGDGU8
https://www.kk-advocates.com/news/read/royalties-collection-and-management-on-digital-music-platforms-will-be-regulated
https://rouse.com/insights/news/2021/what-s-the-hold-up-trade-mark-pendency-rates-in-asean
https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/governmentpolicy/paradigm-shift-must-take-place-ipophl-director-general-outlines-roadmap-transforming-the-asean-ip-environment?utm_source=European%2BSuper%2BLeague%2Bbrand%2Bdimensions%253B%2BUSPTO%2Bfilings%2Bchallenge%253B%2BCorsearch%2Bacquired&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WTR%2BWeekly
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Regional:  IP protection in the e-commerce era - What has changed 

recently? 
Over the past few years, South-East Asia has witnessed a huge shift to, and booming 

expansion in, online shopping platforms.  As a result, counterfeiters have also quickly 

adapted to the new trade environment, making large profits by flooding the digital 

marketplace with a huge amount of counterfeit products.  At the same time, governmental 

agencies need months or even years to update their regulations and rules to catch up.  In 

this article, we will update you on how regulatory authorities in the region are stepping up to 

tackle intellectual property infringement issues in the e-commerce market.  Read the article 

here. 

IPO UK Highlights (Feb-May 21) 

The man who invented invention 
As integral as Joseph Bazalgette was to London’s sewer network, Bennet Woodcroft was to 

the UK patent system. Read how Woodcroft’s ‘underground’ innovation helped shape the 

Patent Office of today.  Read the post here. 

Patents, trade marks & designs timelines:  Simplifying the process 
Since publishing to our website, our patents, trade marks and designs timelines have 

become a useful resource for both our customers and staff.  Find out how they were 

developed using valuable customer feedback.  Read the post here. 

Patently Hazel: Addressing the gender imbalance in STEM 
On International Women’s Day, we talk to Hazel Thorpe, Senior Patent Examiner at the 

Intellectual Property Office and Wales STEM Woman of the Year, about redressing the 

gender balance in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  Read the 

post here. 

World Autism Awareness Week:  Rianis’ story 
Tomorrow is World Autism Awareness Day (2 April 2021).  We are marking this occasion by 

talking to one of our Patent Examiner colleagues about her experience of living with autism.  

Read the post here. 

At a STEM career crossroads?  Take the Patent Examiner route 
Most science-minded 16-21 years olds want to train as a vet, a doctor, a dentist or a teacher, 

according to an Office for National Statistics report.  Read the post here. 

It’s all about you – the ‘One IPO’ Transformation 
The Intellectual Property Office (IPO) has launched its ‘One IPO’ Transformation – a five-

year programme to transform Intellectual Property (IP) services and enhance the value IPO 

adds to the UK economy.  Debbie Cooke, Head of IPO’s Business Change Team, outlines 

how developing a world leading IP system can make the UK a more attractive place to invest 

and drive economic growth.  Read the post here. 

IP rights enforcement manual for Vietnam 
The UK's Financial Services Intellectual Property (FSIP) Prosperity Programming published 

an IP enforcement manual to guide businesses on IP enforcement processes in Vietnam.  

Read the manual here. 

http://www.youripinsider.eu/intellectual-property-protection-e-commerce-era-changed-south-east-asia/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/08/the-man-who-invented-invention/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/02/patents-trade-marks-and-designs-timelines-simplifying-the-process/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/08/patently-hazel-addressing-the-gender-imbalance-in-stem/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/01/world-autism-awareness-week-rianis-story/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/07/at-a-stem-career-crossroads-take-the-patent-examiner-route/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/22/its-all-about-you-the-one-ipo-transformation/
https://britchamvn.com/news/intellectual-property-rights-enforcement-manual-for-vietnam/
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Ten Top IP Tips for your SME business 
This week we're focusing on small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs). Every business 

starts with an idea, and every business owns or uses intellectual property (IP). Read the post 

here. 

Closing the loop on your feedback 
We ask our customers to provide us with feedback so we can improve our services. But you 
may feel that once you’ve provided us with your feedback, you often don't find out what we 
did or how we used it to help us make improvements. Read the post here. 

UK Government Consultation Response 
UK Government response to call for views on artificial intelligence and intellectual property. 
Read the response here. 

UK’s future exhaustion of intellectual property rights regime 
Consultation 
Now that the UK has left the EU, the UK has an opportunity to decide its future regime for 
the exhaustion of intellectual property rights. This decision is vitally important for the UK as it 
will govern future rules on parallel imports into the UK. Read the post here. 

 

 

Past & Upcoming Events 

Forward Look 
• [Jul]  China-ASEAN Counterfeit Study Webinar (tbc) 

• [Aug]  UK-ASEAN IP and E-Commerce Regulations Webinar   

• [Aug]  IP Protection and Enforcement Regulations Series: Singapore (tbc) 

• [Sep]  IP Protection and Enforcement Regulations Series: Malaysia (tbc) 

• [Sep]  UK-ASEAN IP Enforcement Webinar 

• [Oct]  IP Protection and Enforcement Regulations Series: Thailand (tbc) 

Past Events 
• [25 Feb]  DIT Maritime IP Webinar 

• [14 Apr]  DIT SG Innovation Partnership Webinar Series 

About Us 

The IPO SE Asia Network in Singapore is part of IPO's wider global attaché network.  We 

are based at the British High Commission in Singapore and cover intellectual property (IP) in 

Southeast Asia.  We focus on providing IP support to British businesses as well as engaging 

ASEAN governments and international partners on IP.  You may find out more about the IP 

attaché network here. 

 

https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/30/ten-top-ip-tips-for-your-sme-business/
https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/05/closing-the-loop-on-your-feedback/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-response-ai-and-ip-call-for-views
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uks-future-exhaustion-of-intellectual-property-rights-regime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-overseas-intellectual-property-attache-network
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To receive this newsletter directly or to unsubscribe, please contact Alicia Evans. 

mailto:Alicia.Evans@ipo.gov.uk

