
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Agenda 

 

 

World Economic Forum on ASEAN 2018 
Featuring ASEAN’s Most Innovative Start-Ups 
 

11-13 September 2018, Ha Noi, Viet Nam 

 
Overview 

The 10 countries of ASEAN represent one of the 
fastest growing and most dynamic regions of the 
world. Yet, despite strong fundamentals, many 

challenges persist and new ones are emerging. 
 
Of particular significance is the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution. Technological change is disrupting 
economic systems, social structures, and 
employment. In ASEAN, the labour force is 

forecast to expand by 11,000 workers every day 
for the next 15 years. And yet, industrial robots 
now out-compete low-skilled manufacturing labour. 

AI threatens ASEAN’s service jobs. Self-driving 
vehicles are already at work in South-east Asia. 
How will the region’s growing workforce find jobs? 

 
The answer is through entrepreneurship and the 
creation of new companies and new industries. 

Entrepreneurship and the scaling of disruptive 
start-ups will be critical to building a sustainable 
and inclusive economy for the ASEAN region. 

  
The World Economic Forum on ASEAN summit is 
the foremost platform for bringing together leaders 

from government, business, academia and civil 
society to shape the future of the region. In 2018, 
this meeting will be held under the theme “ASEAN 

4.0: Entrepreneurship and the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution” in recognition of the need to nurture 
tomorrow’s corporate champions and to upgrade 

regional innovation ecosystems. 
 
Partnership 

The Start-Ups Programme at the Meeting aims to 
identify the most innovative start-ups in South-east 
Asia and bring them to the summit. By highlighting 

their work, the programme will connect start-up 
entrepreneurs to the 850 participants at the 
summit, including 70 ASEAN government ministers 

and 550 business leaders, in order to catalyse 
future-oriented conversations. 
 

For the start-ups, the goal is to open doors to new 
opportunities, build vital connections, and explore 
regional expansion. For established businesses, 

the aim is to understand the critical trends 

reshaping business models and economies. For 
government, the discussions will shape new ideas 
about the future of jobs, how to shape better 

policies to support innovation, and how to harness 
entrepreneurship to address social challenges. 
 

Selection 
The World Economic Forum invites all ASEAN 
start-ups to apply to join the Programme at the 

summit. To be eligible for selection, companies 
should be less than 10 years old, have received at 
least one round of funding, be generating revenue, 

and be tackling problems or delivering services in 
highly innovative ways. A panel of judges from 
regional start-up accelerators, venture capital and 

private equity funds, economists and technology 
experts will choose which start-ups take part. 
 

Tailored Programming  
At the summit, the World Economic Forum will 
design a programme that includes valuable 

interaction with chief executives and political 
leaders, and tailored discussions about regional 
challenges and how innovation and technology can 

address them. In addition, the summit will feature 
an “Innovation Hub”, where start-ups will have the 
opportunity to share their stories. 

 
Beyond the Summit 
This new initiative aims to integrate ASEAN’s most 

promising start-up leaders and entrepreneurs into 
national and regional dialogues about the region’s 
most pressing challenges on a sustained basis. 

The goal is to build a regional community of 
innovators, entrepreneurs and other stakeholders 
to deliver positive change in the region. 

 
For selection to attend the summit: 
Start-ups should complete the application form by 

July 19 at: 

http://wef.ch/aseanstartup2018  

For more information, contact: 
Oliver Hess 

Oliver.hess@weforum.org 
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